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Robert Williams CFFOH     11th September 2026

Principal Occupational Hygienist

HSE’s Expectations



Expectation No 1

That exposure to substances hazardous to 

health is “Adequately Controlled”
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What is Adequate Control Under COSHH?
 
– Exposures not exceed any WEL
– ALARP – carcinogens / asthmagens
– Principles Good of Control applied
e.g. design & operate processes to minimise emission & spread; 
controls proportionate to risk; choose most effective & reliable controls; 
consider all exposure routes; IIT 





Expectation No 2

Appoint a 
Competent 
Person
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Inadequate TExT
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Airtec Filtration Ltd
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Canopy Extraction





Masteroast Pictures



Burden To Business



Expectation No 3

Test the LEV System 
(and action 
recommendations)

Expectation No 3

Test the LEV System 
(and action 
recommendations)

Expectation No 3

Commission the LEV 
System



Commissioning – Why?

-Proves adequate Control Achieved

-Provide a reliable Benchmark – for 
maintenance and testing
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Commissioning
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Commissioning



Commissioning 
– Simple 
Systems



Commissioning – Complex



Commissioning

Commissioning – Complex or 
Simple?



Commission your local exhaust 
ventilation (LEV) system - HSE

https://www.hse.gov.uk/lev/commissioning.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/lev/commissioning.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/lev/commissioning.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/lev/commissioning.htm


Commissioning – common issues

-Not undertaken

-Not prove adequate control
- Not observed in use / not staggered 

- No qualitative tests

- No suitable air monitoring (complex systems)

- Benchmark – unknown provenance

-Rebadged LEV TeXTs report 
-Competency



Expectations

1. That exposure to substances hazardous to 
health is “Adequately Controlled”

2. Appoint Competent Persons

3. Commission the LEV System



Be an 
Intelligent 
Customer

What Can You Do? 



Thank you
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